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Khosro Adibi arrived in Northumberland from the Netherlands 
at the beginning of October 2014. Prior to his residency 
Khosro travelled extensively internationally, moving from 
place to place and making artwork in immediate response to 
landscapes in which he found himself. However here he has 
stayed for a whole year. The body of work produced and exhibited 
in Land>><<Man is the result of this period spent immersed in 
the landscape and the experience of his residency. 

Adibi’s work is completely attuned to the surroundings and 
nature. Ephemeral materials such as leaves, snow and 
pine cones have been used to create subtle yet striking land 
art and architectural installations that have captured the 
changing aspects of the landscape throughout the seasons. 
Taking advantage of the abundance of sandstone around 
Highgreen, Khosro set about carving directly into stony 
outcrops as well as creating sculptural stone work in his studio. 
Working intuitively and being true to whichever material he has 
to hand, Khosro responds to the rhythms of the seasons and 
movements around him; creating work that seems at one with 
the landscape and yet subtly changes our perceptions of it.  

Creative engagement with groups is an important part of the 
residency. Khosro has worked with generosity and sensitivity 
on projects with members of Crossings and CRISIS in Newcastle 
and with students and staff at Thornhill Park School in 
Sunderland. They have all greatly appreciated his time, skills 
and encouragement. At Thornhill he leaves behind some giant 
interactive sculptural ‘bugs’ that students will enjoy for years to 
come.

Throughout the residency Khosro has been a willing and gifted 
communicator about his own work. He has hosted a number of 
open studio events and guided walks; providing opportunities for 
visitors to discover Khosro’s sculptural pieces as they are being 
made and in their context.

Khosro Adibi has gainfully and creatively made use of every 
minute of his experience at Highgreen. We hope he has enjoyed 
his time here as much as we have enjoyed having him as our 
artist in residence.

Janet Ross & Helen Pailing | VARC, 2015
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Eclipse (2015) Pinecones
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Above and previous page: Eruption (2014) Bracken
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Above and overleaf: Orbits (2015) Snow
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Above and previous page: Falling Leaves (2014) Maple Leaves, thread
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Above and overleaf: Fragment (2014) Thread, fabric, plastic tube
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Opposite and overleaf: Tree of Wisdom (2014) Sheep’s wool
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Jupiter (2014) Sandstone
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Map (2015) Sandstone
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Map (2015) Sandstone
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Autumn Gold (2014) Leaves
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Opposite and overleaf: Forgotten Melody (2015) Sandstone

18



19



Above and overleaf: Relativity (2015) Plastic strap and tube, thread
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Opposite and previous page:
The Core (2015) Sandstone and pigment
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Opposite and previous page:
 The Iris (2015) Sandstone
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Above and overleaf: Figure Eight (2015) Sandstone
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Above and overleaf: Infinity (2015) Sandstone
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Observatory (2015) Sandstone
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“Repetition is the core of most of my work. Everyday materials 
or actions in time transform themselves to a concrete form. 
Somehow it feels like all existence is, in one way or another, 
related to repetition and cycles. The act of doing, the urge and 
insistence to understand potential and limitation of material, 
results in my creations. I hardly intellectually understand how I 
arrive to make a piece of work. Maybe a piece of work comes to 
me, as if I’m possessed, time suspended and mind drifting away 
whilst my hands are thinking and doing.” 

Thank you to all the people who have helped and supported me 
throughout my residency. It has been a very special year. There 
are far too many people to mention personally. However I would 
especially like to thank William and Cynthia Morrison-Bell for 
enabling me to create work in and around Highgreen and to Leo 
Amery for making VARC possible. 

Khosro Adibi 2015

Visual Arts in Rural Communities (VARC) is based at Highgreen, 
Tarset, Northumberland. Since 2000 VARC has funded and 
managed an on-going programme of twelve-month residencies 
for visual artists.

Through the residencies and projects it aims to offer 
opportunities to artists to develop new work in response to the 
remote rural landscape and its community and to offer benefit to 
the community and visiting groups in engagement with art and 
artists, through contact and creative activity.
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